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Builders Justin Hardy (right) and his partner Matt Cocca completed their apprenticeship but couldn't find work - so they set up 

their own company. Picture: Simon Cross Source: News Limited  

COUNCILS should be paid government bonuses to initiate planning reforms and banks encouraged to offer 

new financial models to homebuyers to improve housing affordability, the Master Builders Association says.  

The association's SA branch has released its suggestions to stimulate the housing market ahead of the March 15 

state election. 

It comes as the state's peak construction training body warns of a concerning decline in the number of apprentices 

in building and construction. 

Construction Industry Training Board chief Steve Larkins writes in the 2012-13 annual report that the "biggest 

risk" from a slowdown in the housing market is the "dwindling rate" of people starting apprenticeships. 

TELL US: WHAT WOULD YOU DO TO MAKE HOUSING MORE AFFORDABLE? 

The number of builders choosing to upskill or undertake training in business management is also falling. 

Mr Larkins warned the state risks losing the skilled tradespeople who will be needed when the housing market 

recovers. 



Master Builders' Association of SA chief executive officer John Stokes said housing affordability was key to the 

economy and called on both major parties to address it with "policy shifts" in the lead-up to the election. 

The association is proposing measures to make it simpler and more affordable to buy a home, including: 

USING taxpayer funds to pay bonuses to councils which initiate planning reforms to streamline processes and 

encourage investment. 

GOVERNMENT working with banks to develop new financial models for first homebuyers to enter the market. 

This could include banks paying for part of a home and recouping a portion of the homeowner's profit when they 

sell. 

IMPROVING transparency by publishing developer and infrastructure charges on homes which can amount to 

$70,000. These can include fees to connect to sewerage or electricity, pave footpaths and cover planning costs, but 

are often not spelt out for homebuyers. 

"Building homes for families drives the economy, creates jobs, stimulates other industries and helps create better 

communities, so we need to make the dream attainable once again," Mr Stokes said. 

The Advertiser reported on Saturday that the median house price in Adelaide is now about $408,000. 

Builder Justin Hardy, 25, finished his apprenticeship through the Master Builders' Association two years ago and 

now runs Mastin Constructions with his business partner Mathew Cocca. 

He said it was "really getting quite hard" to buy a house despite construction companies maintaining tight margins. 
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