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Restoring skills from the past

Peel Chambers 
brought to life
THE transformation of heri-
tage-listed Peel Chambers has 
attracted new office, residential
and restaurant tenants and of-
fers an example of how to suc-
cessfully activate under-utilised
space, its developer says.

The six-storey building on
Peel St in the city was built in
1897 and was once home to the
South Australian Wheat
Board.

Last year, with the help of
the Adelaide City Council’s
heritage incentive
scheme, it was given
a new lease of life
by developer Gra-
ham Horne from
Urban Edge. 

Fading exterior
paintwork was
stripped away to re-
veal a brick facade while
a central lift and new exterior
windows were added. 

Extensive infrastructure
upgrades were carried out and
all non-load bearing internal
walls were removed to leave a
blank canvas for potential ten-
ants to fit out.

Mr Horne said the project
provided an ideal balance be-
tween the preservation of ar-
chitectural character and the

injection of modern flexibility.
“Peel Chambers is an out-

standing example of how
repurposing a heritage-listed
property can make commercial
and cultural sense,” he said.

The ground floor of the
building is already home to
new Serbian inspired restaur-
ant Kaffana while the fifth
floor is being converted into a
large apartment by SA Mu-
seum curator Phillip Jones.

“I think of it as Adelaide’s
little bit of New York loft liv-
ing,” Buchan Lee Property

Group’s Peter Buchan
said.

Fox Tucker Law-
yers property part-
ner Stephen Hill,
who oversaw the
project’s legal

work, said by pre-
serving the heritage

character of the building
while modernising its use, the
project had delivered im-
proved value to its owner.

“The property owner sees
its asset increase in value, resi-
dents and tenants have unique
new spaces in which to base
themselves, and the state bene-
fits from increased vibrancy
while retaining cultural con-
nections with its built heri-
tage,” he said.

GIUSEPPE TAURIELLO

THE Barossa Valley’s heri-
tage-listed Coulthard House is
being returned to its former
glory through an innovative
training program supported by
the Construction Industry
Training Board (CITB).

A five-day heritage resto-
ration course will be held at the
historic Nuriootpa building
next month, aimed at restoring
the bluestone building while
developing traditional building
skills for workers in the con-
struction industry.

The training course follows
a deal struck between com-
munity group Nuriootpa Fu-
tures Association (NFA), the
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A little
bit of New
York loft 

living

CITB and heritage restoration
stonemason Keith McAllister
to transform the homestead
into a self-funding facility for
community events, tourism
and training.

NFA chairman Chris Lin-
den said the CITB’s Heritage
Trades program would provide
significant cost savings for the
community organisation. 

“We have permission from
South Australia’s heritage
agencies that allow us to com-
ply with stringent heritage list-
ing rules while doing what is
needed to maintain and enable
the survival of this important
local building,” he said. 

“After successfully partici-
pating in this course, partici-

pants will have skills to tender
on future conservation pro-
jects, knowing how sensitive
these old buildings are and
what is needed to protect such
valuable community assets.”

“We urgently need people
to learn these old skills.” In a
partnership with Mr McAllis-

ter’s Applied Building Conser-
vation Training, the CITB’s
Heritage Trades program has
already trained more than 180
participants in skills, including
stonemasonry, decorative fin-
ishing, wrought iron, stained
glass and timber conservation. 

CITB acting chief executive

Adam Warchol said prepara-
tory works for the Coulthard
House restoration had been
completed by Kapunda High
School students.

Through the CITB’s Door-
ways2Construction program,
the students have chipped
away earlier, unsuitable con-
crete restorations.

“Our Kapunda Door-
ways2Construction students
have started the process by al-
lowing the original stonework
to breathe, before proper re-
pair by this new group using
special lime mortars,” Mr War-
chol said. 

Coulthard House, on the
corner of Murray St and Pen-
rice Rd, was built in 1855 and

was home to Nuriootpa town
founder William Coulthard. 

The restoration course is
open to apprentices, builders
and workers in connected
trades with an interest in heri-
tage buildings.

The training will provide
participants with theoretical
and hands-on experience in
traditional stonemasonry
techniques, timber construc-
tion, use of traditional lime
mortars, lime rendering and
lath and plaster ceiling stabilis-
ation. It will be held from May
19 to May 23.

To register visit www.citb.org.au
and click on the Heritage Trades 
button or call Mark Gosden at 
CITB on 8172 9500.

FACELIFT:  Stephen Hill and Peter Buchan have high hopes for Peel Chambers. Picture: MARK BRAKE

A chance 
to have 
your say

AUSTRALIAN Heritage
Week is an annual celebration
of the places, buildings, land-
scapes and stories of our local
communities that make our
country great. It provides a link
to our nation’s heritage. 

We have a rich and diverse
tapestry of local and national
heritage to conserve and cele-
brate. Australian Heritage
Week is an opportunity for
communities and local groups
to come together and learn
about our heritage. 

The Government is about
to release its draft Australian
Heritage Strategy and will be
inviting public input and com-
ment on the Strategy until
June 9, 2014. 

The release of the draft
strategy is an opportunity for
everyone to discuss what types
of heritage should be protect-
ed, and how best to manage
and maintain these places. 

We want to help local com-
munities across Australia tell
their stories and showcase
their local history.

GREG HUNT IS THE FEDERAL
ENVIRONMENT MINISTER

HISTORIC: 
Barossa 
Valley’s 
Coulthard 
House will be 
renovated 
during an 
innovative 
five-day 
course.

GREG HUNT
COMMENT

5 Greenhill Road Wayville 8172 9500 www.citb.org.au

Heritage Trades 
Conservation Course
This five day training course will be held on 19-23 May 2014 and is aimed  
at developing the knowledge of the craft amongst people who are working  
in the construction industry. All training and practical sessions are to be  
held at Coulthard Homestead, Nuriootpa in the Barossa Valley. 

You will need to provide your own transport to Nuriootpa and be available  
for the full five days of training. Morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea will  
be provided. Accommodation can be arranged if required.

Fees: CITB Training Card holder $395.00 Normal price $915.00

To register your interest go to www.citb.org.au and click on the  
Heritage Trades button. For further information call Mark Gosden  

at CITB from 8:30am to 5:00pm on 8172 9500.
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