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School students show their Trades skills by renovating two 
northern area Housing Trust homes 
 

Houses revealed at Noon on Tuesday, 45 Bagot Road, Elizabeth South 
Students from several Northern Adelaide Secondary High Schools have fully rebuilt two northern 
suburbs Housing Trust homes at Elizabeth South as part of their studies this year. 

Students worked during the 2014 school year on the houses to renovate and return them to the 
Public Housing inventory as part of the ‘Doorways 2 Construction’ Program in SA Schools. 

On Tuesday the students and their teachers will hand back the renovated homes. Local northern 
area MP the Hon Zoe Bettison, who is also the Minister for Communities and Social Inclusion and 
Minister for Social Housing will be in attendance. 

Also attending will be Salisbury High School students and those from other Northern Adelaide 
Secondary Schools Association schools including Kaurna Plains Aboriginal students. 

• 56 students undertaking Certificate 1. This year for the first time we had 12 Aboriginal 
students from Kaurna Plains School, of whom seven were girls. Six will progress into next 
year’s D2C Plus program. 

• 32 students undertaking D2C Plus, a specialised Year 12 extension program. 

Doorways 2 Construction (D2C) is a collaboration between the Construction Industry Training 
Board (CITB) and DECD to deliver VET in Schools aimed at the building and construction industry. 
It provides ‘hands-on’ trades experience of the construction industry for students in Years 11 & 12. 
The program operates in 25 ‘clusters’ of schools across the State covering more than 70 high 
schools in total. 

“This is a standout example of collaboration between Industry and Government – in this case the 
Department of Education & Child Development and Housing SA. This program has a long record of 
positive outcomes and many students have gone on to successful careers in the industry.” said 
CITB’s Steve Larkins. 

This the 13th year of the program and the two properties are the 25th and 26th delivered by head 
teacher and program coordinator, Richard Megaw and his students.  Renovations were carried out 
to full commercial specification using a range of building and construction skills.  Students gain first 
hand experience of the industry and develop skills that make them immediately productive if they 
choose to seek a career in the industry.  

The program is delivered by specially trained technical studies teachers. Students carry out work 
under the supervision of a licensed tradesperson and various trade contractors. The Salisbury 
program is directly supported by the Master Builders Association and Adelaide Training & 
Employment Centre (ATEC) as the Registered Training Organisations which ‘sign off’ students on 
the skills they acquire. 

D2C began in 2000 and is one of the largest, most enduring and successful programs of its kind in 
Australia. There are 700 students in the program each year.  Around 70% of the 2013 cohort found 
jobs and apprenticeships and the CITB hopes for similar results with this year’s group. 
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