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Housing

MINISTER ZOE BETTISON, Minister for Social Housing

Housing SA opens 
its doors to students 
learning construction
Social housing minister Zoe Bettison has commended the Salisbury 
High School students who have fully renovated two homes as part of 
their vocational studies in 2014. 

The Minister toured the homes at a celebration marking the 24th 
Housing SA property to be renovated as part of the Doorways2Con-
struction program. 

“Since 2002, the Doorways2Construction program has renovated 
two Housing SA properties each year, giving high school vocational 
education and training (VET) students the opportunity to learn more 
about construction. 

“This program is a partnership between Salisbury High School, the 
Construction Industry Training Board, Housing SA and the Depart-
ment for Education and Child Development and encourages young 
people to consider building and construction as a career option. 

“Over the past 12 years, the program has delivered positive outcomes 
for both students and Housing SA tenants. 

“So far, 24 Housing SA properties have been renovated to bring them 
up to modern standards, including the installation of new bathrooms 
and kitchens, and replacement of old windows and driveways. 

“It has given the tenants a more modern home to live in and given the 
students the opportunity to gain hands on experience not available in 
the classroom,” Ms Bettison said. 

In 2014, 55 high school students participated in the program, 
including nine females and ten Aboriginal students. 

Of those, 30 are continuing on a construction career path in 2015, in 
the fields of carpentry, bricklaying and plumbing. 

“The Doorways2Construction program is an example of how 
industry, government, registered training organisations and schools 
can work together to achieve outstanding results for our young people. 

“The students involved in this program have received a valuable 
head start on their road to secure and rewarding employment,” Ms 
Bettison said. 

Participants in the program are students 15 years or older from 
northern suburbs state secondary schools, as well as a small number of 
students from private schools. 

On completion of the program, students can continue their con-
struction pathway in Year 12 at the Salisbury High School Trade 
Training Centre.

The Master Builders has been the long term Registered Training 
Organisation assisting Salisbury High School in delivering the pro-
gram and have been delight with partnership’s positive outcomes for 
the industry, school and especially the students. 


